
 

 

 

Nalani Horse Recovery Adoption Policy 

1. General:    

     a.  Nalani Horse Recovery’s horses have been rescued from a variety of situations often 
characterized by neglect, abuse, and abandonment.  Nalani’s goal is to provide each of our 
wonderful equines with a better chance at a happy life. Hopefully, that means enjoying the 
guardianship of a caring and responsible owner, and the comfort of  a forever home where the 
horse will be loved and cared for. Our wish for our horses is that they will always know a future 
in which they always have plenty of wholesome food and water to consume, shelter from the 
elements, and know the gift of enjoying life with their adoptive human and animal friends while 
being able to wander across plenty of land on a beautiful day.  Nalani’s ultimate wish is that 
our horses can begin and end each day with a comfort the horse has rarely known during its 
life: the feeling of safety and security in the knowledge that he or she will never be unwanted, 
uncared for, and cast away again.  Long before a Nalani horse is offered for adoption, the 
horse and Nalani staff share a challenging journey together.  This journey often starts at an 
auction where a kill buyer establishes the worth of a fearful, and often starving and neglected 
horse through a set value per pound of meat.  Nalani rescues horses from this cruel fate and 
works to nurse them back to health and an ideal weight.  Nalani staff and volunteers spend 
countless hours getting to know each rescued horse – learning their personalities, identifying 
their medical conditions as well as their strengths and weaknesses, and their likes and dislikes.  
Slowly, but surely, Nalani’s caring staff encourages fearful animals who have already been 
failed by humans, to trust again.  Nalani assesses whether a rescued horse has had training in 
the past, and to the extent possible, Nalani provides supplemental training.  All this invested 
time pays off for a potential adopter as instead of having a horse with a completely unknown 
background, they can rest assured in the knowledge that Nalani horses have had a staff of 
caring individuals dedicate many hours to piecing together as much of a rescue’s history as 
possible.  This removes some of the uncertainty for potential adopters, thus increasing the 
odds of a successful adoption.  

     b. Nalani’s first priority is the well-being of the horses we rescue.  We have promised each 
of our horses that they will never again be failed by humans and have to live in hunger, 
discomfort, and fear.  Accordingly, we have a thorough and demanding adoption policy.  Our 
intention would never be to discourage people from considering adoption.  To the contrary, our 
hope is quite the opposite.  After all, when one of our horses finds their ideal forever home, the 
adopter has actually helped to save two lives – not only that of the adoptive horse, but also 
that of a new rescue who desperately needs Nalani’s help and is waiting for room at Nalani to 
become available for the next rescue.  Nalani’s adoption policies are really designed to help 
ensure that horses which have already endured more than their share of abuse, neglect, and 
suffering finally achieve an end state that all living things richly deserve - a safe, secure, 
healthy and loving forever home.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding our 
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policies, procedures, or contracts, please contact us as we will be happy to answer any 
questions for you.  Nalani’s adoption process is designed to assure the best possible match 
possible between our horses and adopters.  

 2.  Adoptable Horse Categories:  Nalani Horse Recovery places our available horses into 
several categories in order to help you identify the right horse for you. We work closely with all 
of our horses to determine their health, temperament, physical capabilities, as well as their fit 
for types of riding (if applicable).   

 
     a. Riding: These horses know groundwork and are suitable for riding.  Our staff and 
trainers have worked with and ridden these horses to help ensure they are friendly and have 
good manners.  

 
     b. Green: These horses are still early in their training and would only be adoptable by 
experienced horse owners.  

 
     c. Companion/Pasture Pet:  Because our horses are rescues and may come from difficult 
backgrounds, some horses are determined to be unfit for riding or strenuous work. We work 
with these horses on manners to ensure they are friendly and easy to handle as pets. 

3. Overview of the Adoption Process:  

    a. General:  If you are interested in a Nalani Horse Recovery equine, start by making an 
appointment to visit our facility and meet our horses.  From there, you can make arrangements 
to spend time (or test ride, if appropriate) the horse you are interested in.  We recommend that 
you bring a trusted trainer or advisor with you at some point in the process to help you take a 
closer look at the horse and evaluate whether the horse and its capabilities and limitations are 
a good match for your desires and expectations.  Be sure to ask questions – Nalani Horse 
Recovery staff will be more than happy to candidly answer any question about any horse.  If 
the horse has been seen by Nalani’s veterinarian, you are free to call the vet and ask 
questions. Spend some time with the horse on your own. Get to know the horse by grooming 
it, working with it, and just interacting with it over time.  

   b. Apply: If you are interested in adopting a horse from Nalani Horse Recovery, the first step 
is to review our Adoption Policy in order to learn what our requirements and evaluation criteria 
are. When you familiarize yourself with our adoption procedures, submit an adoption 
application.  Our adoption application asks a number of questions so that we can better 
understand your previous experience with horses and the facilities where the horse will be 
living after adoption. Veterinarian and personal references are required. Completed applications 

should be sent to:  Nalani Horse Recovery, 24203 Grand Ellison Ct., Aldie, VA 20105-2766.  
Your application will be reviewed and within 7-10 days, you will be contacted by Nalani staff 
concerning next steps in the application process which will likely be to arrange for a visit to the 
location where an adoptive horse would be kept.  Things to be aware of: 
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           (1) Nalani Horse Recovery reserves the right to deny any adoption for any reason. 

 
(2) Adoptions are not considered final until the Adoption Agreement is signed. Until that 
time, Nalani Horse Recovery can choose to adopt the horse to a more suitable situation. 

 
(3) Many horse rescues prohibit an adopter from ever selling or placing the adopted 
horse into another home.  However, Nalani feels such policies are unrealistic.  There 
are so many horses in need of rescue and re-homing, we believe that a rescue’s most 
effective focus must be on rescuing horses from immediate adverse conditions and 
doing all they can to ensure the horse finds caring and loving homes in the future – 
whether with an initial adopter or a subsequent owner.  However, Nalani contractually 
reserves first right of refusal no matter the situation. If the adoptor feels they can no 
longer keep an adopted horse and believes that they have found a suitable home, the 
adoptor agrees through the adoption contract that Nalani must approve of the new 
home and of the transfer. Prospective new owners must meet our adoption criteria for 
Nalani to approve a request to re-home an adopted horse. If a suitable home cannot be 
found, the owner can relinquish the adopted horse to Nalani at Nalani’s discretion.  As a 
note of clarification, we do not prohibit an adopter from selling, leasing or re-homing an 
adopted horse.  Given the great investment of time, effort, and love we have in all 
Nalani rescue horses, we simply want to do all we can to help ensure that the horses 
we rescue will never end up in the same situations that originally brought them to 
Nalani. If something unexpected happens and you can no longer keep the horse, 
contact us and we will make every effort to assist you in finding the horse a new home. 

  
(4) All prospective adoptive homes are required to permit Nalani staff visits to the facility 
where the Nalani adopted horses will be kept, and after adoption, are being kept and we 
require that adopters update Nalani in the event an adopted horse is moved so that we 
can ensure that our records are current.  

(5) At any given time, a portion of Nalani’s rescue horses are either not medically 
able/currently trained for riding, or have behavioral or training problems that will 
require work with an experienced trainer.  Given physical or training limitations 
and residual behaviorial issues stemming from the conditions from which these 
horses were rescued, certain Nalani rescue horses may not be suitable for 
children or novices.  Nalani Horse Recovery tries to evaluate each horse as best 
we can.  However, we cannot make assurances on the suitability of any 
particular horse for any particular purpose. If you are adopting for a particular 
purpose or event, we also suggest your trainer or instructor meet the equine you 
are attempting to adopt so that the trainer can adivse you as to whether a 
particular horse may fit your needs.  

    c. Application Review Process:  Nalani’s processing time for evaluating adoption 
applications varies depending upon the availability and workload of Nalani staff, the 
accessibility of the references that adopters provide, and the scheduling process for a site visit  
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to the location at which the horse will be kept.  Applicants should notify references that they will 
be contacted by Nalani staff.  Nalani will make their best effort to keep applicants apprised of 
current application status via email or other means.  When Nalani staff have reviewed your 
application, we will schedule an appointment for you to meet with one of our staff members.   
These meetings will be cordial, informational meetings at which potential adopters can learn 
more about Nalani, and Nalani can learn more about a potential adopter to include their 
horsemanship goals and hopes as well as their experience and comfort level with horses.  A 
Nalani staff member will also arrange to visit the adoptive home/facility where the adoptive 
equine would live in order to better understand the available facilities at the adoptive home, 
and to meet again with the potential adopter and other people that will be involved in the 
adoptive horse’s care. If, during the inspections, we find some problem areas, we will advise 
you on how to bring them up to our minimum standards of care.  When Nalani has gathered 
sufficient information upon which to make a decision, the Nalani Board of Directors will meet 
subject to their availability to review and discuss the application.  When a final decision has 
been made, Nalani will inform the prospective adopter of the decision.  Nalani Horse Recovery 
reserves the right to deny any adoption application upon good cause, in its sole discretion, and 
is not obligated to state any reason for such denial.  

     d. Adoption:    

(1) When an approved adopter is matched with their Nalani horse, Nalani staff will 
prepare an adoption contract for your review and signature. Nalani’s adoption fees  
range between $100-$1,000 depending upon the age, level of training, and physical 
limitations of the horse concerned. The adoption fee may be paid by cash, check, 
Master Card or Visa. If the horse needs additional certificates for shipping, there will be 
a separate charge for those services.  While Nalani’s adoption fees cover only a fraction 
of the costs of caring for the horses that Nalani rescues, they do help us make our 
rescue and recovery self-sustaining so that we can help more horses in need.  A 
convenient date and time will be arranged for pick up and transport of the equine to your 
home or facility.  Nalani Horse Recovery does not provide transportation to adoptive 
homes. Adoption fees must be paid in full prior to the adopter taking possession of the 
equine.  You will be given a copy of the contract, the animal's medical records, and 
negative coggins certificate at this time.  After you have taken your adopted horse 
home, we encourage you to call us with any questions you may have. Nalani staff will 
follow up via phone and site visits not only to ensure that our adopted horses are 
settling in well, but also in order to support you and your new family member as this new 
phase in your life begins.  Nalani is always available to provide assistance or give 
advice about any Nalani horse that you adopt.  Any individual keeping equines must 
comply with all relevant state and local laws. 

(2) Nalani’s horses are evaluated by a veterinarian when they first arrive at our facility.  
Their medical and nutritional issues are addressed, and by the time they are ready to be 
adopted, many hours have been spent on training and working with the horses so that 
they become as friendly, healthy and trusting as possible.  All Nalani personnel are 
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thrilled when one of our horses finds a new adoptive caring and loving family as each of 
these horses has their individual stories and hardships and each and every one of them 
is very special to us. When you choose to adopt a horse from Nalani, you can rest 
assured that from the moment these horses come through our front gate, a whole 
hearted team effort is made to rehabilitate them both physically and emotionally from 
whatever trauma they have suffered.  Given the difficult circumstances these horses 
were rescued from, our Adoption Policy covers not only the process of the actual 
adoption, but includes agreements that allow us to follow the horse throughout the rest 
of his/her life and hopefully help us ensure that these special creatures will never return 
to the conditions from which they were originally rescued. 

 
(3) Our adoption fees are based on a number of factors, including breed, training, age, 
temperament, treatment and care the horse has received, on-going health care needs, 
as well as whether he/she can be ridden.  Please keep in mind that you are helping 
rescued horses.  Accordingly, as a general rule, far more has been invested in the 
horse than the adoption fee, so there is no room to barter, and we cannot accept less 
than the listed amount. All adoption fees are due and payable when the adoption is 
approved and the adoption contract has been signed. 

(4) Nalani Horse Recovery is seeking permanent, lifetime homes for our horses. 
Accordingly, we do not approve adoptions to individuals who are specifically looking for 
resale prospects or to situations which reduce the likelihood of long term security for the 
horse (e.g., lesson barns looking for school horses, summer camps looking for riding 
horses, etc.). This right extends for the life of the horse. 

(5) We also ask that you give consent to your veterinarian and farrier to release 
information regarding horse care to us both before and after adoption.  Pre-adoption, 
this part of the process usually takes 3-5 days, depending on how available your 
references make themselves. If our phone calls are not returned promptly, that will 
delay the process.  Nalani’s Board of Directors will review all of the gathered information 
and make a decision on the adoption in accordance with Nalani’s Adoption Policies and 
the best interest of the horse.  We will then notify you of our decision.  If approved to 
adopt, the next step will be your review and signature of our adoption contract and the 
return of the signed document to Nalani along with any applicable adoption fees.  At that 
point, you will schedule transport of the horse and coordinate plans with Nalani.  
 
(6) Please be aware that until you have signed the adoption contract, paid the adoption 
fee, and transported the horse to your facility, the horse will still be considered available 
for adoption. We will continue to accept adoption applications for that horse up until the 
point that the adoption is complete.  We do not “hold” horses, even for applications in  
process, and we do not work on a first-come, first-served basis. In the case of multiple 
applicants, we will choose the adopter we feel is best suited for the horse. 
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           e. The Nalani Guarantee:  Our ultimate goal is for our new adoptive partnerships to 
work out well for both the adopter and horse.  Accordingly, Nalani Horse Recovery makes the 
following promises: 

(1) 30 Day Trial Period:  The first thirty days of every adoption are considered a trial 
period. During the trial period, you may return the horse to Nalani Horse Recovery for 
any reason and receive a full refund of your adoption fee. We provide a trial period to 
give adopters the opportunity to see how the horse adapts to its new home. If problems 
or concerns arise during the trial period, the adopter can return the horse to us.  The 
only questions we are likely to have during this period is for the purpose of learning from 
your experience.  

 
(2) Horses offered for adoption have current basic vaccinations, current worming, and 
trimmed or shod hooves.  

 
(3) While it is our sincere hope that adopters will keep their adopted horse for the 
remainder of its life, we recognize that this is not always possible.  If for some reason 
you determine that you cannot keep your adopted Nalani horse, you agree to contact 
Nalani Horse Recovery immediately (ideally not later than 60 days before any desired 
transfer of possession).  Depending upon the circumstances at that time, Nalani will 
either ask that you release the horse and all rights back to Nalani Horse Recovery, or 
that you pursue finding a prospective safe and loving home for the horse, as Nalani 
sees fit.  If the adoper in such circumstances finds a new home for the horse, the 
adopter must provide Nalani with all contact information of the horse's prospective new 
home so that we can remain in contact and help ensure that the horse’s living 
conditions remain comfortable and safe in accordance with Nalani’s adoption location 
standards.  If a suitable new home cannot be found, and if there is available room at 
Nalani, we ask that the owner return the horse to us so that we can keep the horse safe 
and possibly find another home for it.  

 
     f.  Your Agreement:  In consideration of adopting one of Nalani’s rescued horses, you 
expressly agree to the following pre-conditions to adopting from Nalani: 

(1) That under no circumstances will an adopted horse be sold at a Livestock Auction or 
to Slaughter or offered “for free” on the internet or other advertising or you forfeit your 
rights to the horse.  If adopter can no longer care for a Nalani adopted horse and wishes  
to transfer ownership, adopter agrees to immediately contact Nalani and make a diligent 
effort to place the adopted horse in a humane environment and to a home meeting 
Nalani’s requirements subject to Nalani’s approval.  
 
(2) Adopted horses will never be neglected, abandoned, or inhumanely treated.  

  
(3) You agree not to breed or race any adopted horse for any reason for the lifetime of 
the horse or you forfeit your rights to the horse. 
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(4) You agree to permit Nalani Horse Recovery staff to visit the animal upon reasonable 
notice, at any time following the adoption. 
 
(5) You agree to authorize your farrier and veterinarian to release health and welfare 
information concerning your adoptive horse to Nalani Horse Rescue upon request and 
further agree to provide Nalani with updated contact information regarding the farrier 
and veterinarian you are using.  

 
(6) You agree that Nalani Horse Recovery has the right to repossess the adopted horse 
for, but not limited to, neglect, danger to the horse, or abuse. 

 
(7) You agree to immediately notify Nalani if the horse dies.  

 
(8) You agree to notify Nalani at least 60 days before any planned transfer, sale, 
lease, or trade of the horse.  Our policy is that adopters may not sell, lease, trade 
or transfer the horse to another party without written permission from Nalani 
Horse Recovery.  

 
(9) You understand and agree that Nalani has the first right of refusal of any proposed 
transfer of possession or ownership of the adopted horse no matter the situation.  

     g. Periodic Adopter Updates to Nalani:  Nalani Horse rescue has invested countless 
hours in helping your adopted rescue horse regain its health and trust in humans.  Because of 
this investment and this bond with the horse as well as the desire to do all we can to ensure 
that this rescued horse never again experiences the same conditions it has in the past, Nalani 
will maintain an interest in the horse throughout the course of its lifetime. The Nalani adoption 
contract requires that adopters send brief written updates to Nalani with clear photos at an 
interval determined by Nalani based upon the specific horse and adopter involved. This not 
only helps Nalani Horse Recovery monitor the adoptive horse’s condition and progress, but it 
also provides critical insight into how Nalani processes can be improved in the future to 
maximize the adoption process for owner and equine alike.  Adopters and their adopted horses 
may even be posted on the Nalani Horse Recovery website as adoptive success stories. After 
your adoption is complete, we will conduct periodic site visits and we will remain in contact with 
you periodically. These visits and contacts have two primary goals: to be of assistance to you 
in case there are any problems with the horse, and to make certain that the horse is doing well 
in its new environment.  

4.  Adoptive Home Requirements:  If, during the inspections, we find some problem areas 
we will advise you on how to bring them up to our minimum standards of care. The following 
guidelines are for general equine management and are required of all persons adopting a 
horse from Nalani Horse Recovery. While not exhaustive, they offer basic parameters for 
responsible equine ownership. In addition, any individual keeping horses must comply with all 
relevant state and local law.  Various types of enclosure are available to confine equines, 
including, but not limited to: stalls, dry lots or pastures. In addition, equines shall be provided 
sufficient opportunity and space to exercise daily and have freedom of movement as  
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necessary to reduce stress and maintain good physical condition. Space and provisions for 
exercise shall be appropriate for the age, condition and size of the equine. Group pasturing of 
compatible equines to allow social interaction is encouraged. If equines are individually stalled, 
they must be able to make visual contact with other equines, unless otherwise directed by a 
veterinarian for the safety of the equine in question or other equines at the facility. The 
following facility requirements are pre-requisites in order to adopt an equine. However, all 
applicants will be considered on a case-by-case basis: 

     a. Pasture:   

(1) A minimum of ½ acre per equine is required. Exceptions may be made in those 
cases where the equine will be maintained at a boarding facility provided the equine, if 
stalled, is provided daily turnout of an adequate time and space. 
 
(2) Pasture must be free of hazards such as debris, machinery, etc. 

     b. Shelter: 

(1) If the equine will be provided a stall, the stall should be a minimum of 10’ x 10’ per 
equine. It is recommended to have a 12’ ×12’ foot stall per standard size equine in barn 
with turnout or pasture; or a three-sided run-in shelter with a recommended 12’ × 12’ 
feet per equine in pasture, however, the minimum acceptable space is 10’ × 10’ foot 
stall or run-in area per standard size equine. 

(2) Stalls and shelters are to be well constructed and kept in safe condition, free of 
standing water, clean of waste, debris or other objects which may harm an equine. 

(3) When shelter is constructed of metal, all exposed sheet metal up to 4 ½ feet on the 
inside of the shelter shall be covered with ¾ – 1 inch plywood or 2 x 6 inch boards. 

     c. Water: The adopter shall provide troughs or individual water sources to offer adequate       
and clean water for all equines. All water receptacles shall be kept clean and free of hazardous 
contaminants and be positioned or affixed to minimize spillage. Use of defroster to prevent 
freezing in inclement weather is recommended. Equines that are being trained, worked, ridden 
or transported shall be provided water as often as necessary for their health and comfort. 
Frequency of watering shall take into consideration the age, condition and size of the equine, 
activity level and climatic conditions. 

     d.  Feed: 

(1) All feed and food bins are expected to be clean and free of contaminants, such as 
feces, mold, mildew, rodents and insects. 

(2) Equines shall NOT have access to feed storage areas.  
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(3) If natural forage is insufficient in quality or quantity, quality hay representative of 
choice grasses in the local area shall supplement the diet. Diet shall be planned with 
consideration for the age, condition, size, and activity level of the equine. If more than 
one animal is fed at the same place and time, it shall be the responsibility of the adopter 
to ensure that each equine receives nutrition in sufficient quantity. If necessary, equines 
shall be separated to ensure each has access to adequate nutrition without interference 
from more dominant equine. Individual feed buckets or pans should be provided for 
each equine. All storage and feeding receptacles shall be kept clean and free. 

     e.  Fencing 

(1) All fencing shall be of solid construction, without sharp edges and visible to equines. 
Electric fencing is acceptable. The use of barbed wire is prohibited.  

(2) All fencing shall be maintained and monitored on a regular basis to ensure its safety 
and effectiveness. 

(3) Cattle guards cannot be accessible to any equine. 

      f. Equines 

(1) All equines have a current negative Coggins certificate. 

(2) Current health records and feed charts are kept for each equine. 

(3) All adopted/fostered equines will maintain no score less than a 5 on the Henneke 
Body Conditioning Scoring Chart unless approved by a veterinarian. 

(4) Nalani Horse Recovery will be notified promptly if any adopted equine’s health 
declines. 

(5) Nelani understands that a medical situation requiring immediate euthanasia to 
minimize suffering for an equine may be necessary.  However, whenever circumstances 
permit, euthanasia of a Nalani equine is to be performed only after Nalani Horse 
Rescue has been contacted and must only be performed by a licensed veterinarian. 

(6) Equines will receive hoof care every 6-8 weeks unless otherwise directed by a 
veterinarian or farrier. 

     g. Financial Ability:  During the adoption application process, Nalani Horse recovery must 
be satisfied that a potential adopter is financially capable of caring for the horse and financially 
capable of providing for the horse including the items listed above. 
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     h. Any adopted horse not transported to its new home within seven days from the execution 
of the adoption contract will be subject to a prorated boarding fee based on our monthly costs, 
which is currently $600. If the fee is not paid at the time of adoption, the fee is due when the 
horse is picked up.  The boarding fee does not include veterinary care, farrier services or other 
incidental costs that arise while an adopted horse is in Nalani’s custody.   
 
5. First-time Horse owners:  Nalani encourages and welcomes first-time horse owners to 
apply for adoption.  However, for the safety of both the horse and the owner, and in an effort to 
do all we can to ensure that a new adoptive relationship is a successful one, we will review 
each case for suitability. We also ask that there be an experienced horse person available to 
first-time horse owners to provide guidance. We reserve the right to request that the first-time 
owner work with an approved trainer for a period of time before the adoption is finalized. 

6. Vaccinations and General Care:  

     a.  Adopters should work with their veterinarian to develop the best vaccination program 
which is tailored to fit the adopter’s situation taking into consideration ages, types, activities 
and number of horses as well as geographic location.  Your veterinarian can provide helpful 
information concerning new and emerging disease threats in a particular area, and can also 
update adopters as to advances in vaccines and recommended protocols. 

     b. Two diseases are endemic in Virginia which should be a part of any vaccination program: 
Rabies and Tetnaus. Given the close proximity owners and caregivers have with their horses 
and the potential that they will come into contact with wild life, it vaccination is essential. 
Fortunately, extremely effective and relatively low cost vaccines for both these diseases are 
available.  

     c.  In Virginia, horses are also commonly vaccinated for Eastern and Western Equine 
Encephalitis viruses (EEE & WEE).  These viruses are spread by mosquitoes and affect the 
brain and spinal cord causing depression, weakness, ataxia, fever, and difficulty eating.  West 
Nile Virus is another disease spread by mosquitos and it has become a problem in Virginia in 
recent years. Timing is everything when vaccinating against insect borne diseases. 
Consequently, Nalani recommends you consult with your veterinarian in order to be informed 
of the best time of year to vaccinate, and whether or not a vaccine should be given more than 
once a year in your area. 

     d. Equine Influenza is a common respiratory infection that affects many horses each year.  
While Equine Influenza has a low mortality rate, it is highly contagious, and require a lengthy 
recovery period. The effectiveness of flu vaccine can vary depending on the type, and how 
often horses should be administered flu vaccine depends upon anticipated exposure 
conditions. Your veterinarian can advise you in this regard.  

     e. Another highly infectious disease which affects horses is Equine Herpes Virus I & IV 
(EHV) also known as Rhinopneumonitis.  Type 1 causes respiratory disease, weak foals and 
abortion.  Type 4 is usually associated with respiratory disease.  The neurologic form of the  
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disease is rare, but periodic outbreaks do occur.  Vaccination does not protect against the 
neurologic form, and underscores the importance of preventative care regimens.  

     f. Potomac Horse Fever can cause severe diarrhea, laminitis, and abortion.  Although this 
disease is seen most commonly in farms near the Potomac River, vaccination is 
recommended throughout much of the state.  Although vaccination may not provide complete 
protection, it is generally considered to lessen the severity of the disease if horses are 
exposed. 

     g. Other vaccines which may warrant consideration in some circumstances are: Equine 
Protozoal Myeloencephalitis (EPM), Botulism, Strangles (Streptococcus Equi), and Equine 
Viral Artertis (EVA). The American Association of Equine Practitioners’ (AAEP) website for 
horse owners provides general guidelines for vaccination protocols and education on a variety 
of subjects: www.myhorsematters.com 

     h. Teeth must be kept in good condition and should be checked by a licensed veterinarian 
annually. All equine must be kept on a regular deworming program as approved by a licensed 
Veterinarian. Proper hoof care is required to be done as often as necessary to maintain sound 
hooves. 

     i. All equine must maintain weight and condition as described by the Henneke Scoring 
System (see attached description) between Moderate (5) and Fleshy (7) unless under the 
direction of a licensed veterinarian. Cuts, sores and illnesses which normal animal husbandry 
practices would require veterinarian care must be attended to immediately by a licensed 
veterinarian. 
 
     j. The horse must have all the annual shots, Spring and Fall, maintain a current coggins. 
Shots are to include EPM, West Nile, Eastern/Western, Tetanus, Rhino, and Influenza, unless  
otherwise noted by your Veterinarian. 
 
     k. The horse must be de-wormed on a regular schedule as recommended by your 
veterinarian.  
 
     l. The horse must have daily turnout of no less than 8 hours unless there is dangerous 
weather.  
 
     m. A Vet is to be called for any illness and any serious injury. If diagnosis of injury or illness 
can not be treated due to financial reasons, Nalani Horse Recovery must be notified 
immediately.   
 
     n. The horse must be trimmed or shod by a qualified Farrier, going no longer than every 8 
weeks. Hooves are to be cleaned regularly.  
 
      

http://www.myhorsematters.com/
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     o. Adoption Horses are to have their teeth checked and floated, if needed annually.  
 
     p. The adopter agrees not to work the horse beyond its physical limitations at any time or to 
put the horse in harms way at any time.  
      
     q. Out of state adopters have additional requirements with regard to Coggins test, health 
certificates, visiting, providing safe/qualified transport and photo/video of facility. 
 
7.  Indemnification and Hold Harmless Agreement:  Adopters must clearly understand that 
because these are rescue horses, we may not be able to provide any history or background on 
them prior to their rescue. It is Nalani Horse Recovery’s policy to disclose everything we learn 
about the horse while it is in our care, including behavior we observe, training or handling 
issues that arise, and medical or other veterinary concerns.  However, because of the inherent 
lack of background information, there is always a degree of risk involved in adopting a rescue 
horse. It is our hope that people who adopt from us want to give horses in need a good home, 
and understand 
and accept these potential limitations 
 
8. Incorporation by Reference: The provisions of Nalani Horse Rescue’s Adoption Policy are 
incorporated by reference as Appendix A of the Nalani Adoption contract and, accordingly, 
become terms of the contract between Nalani Horse Recovery and the adopter.  

9.  Nalani’s Ultimate Wish for You and Your New Horse:  Finally, and most importantly, 
Nalani asks that you promise to give a good home to, love, spoil, have fun with, care for, keep 
safe, protect, cherish, and enjoy your rescued horse! 

Executed this _____ day of _______________, 20 _____ 
 

Adopter Nalani Horse Recovery 

 
Signature: 

 
Signature: 

 
Print Name: 

 
Print Name: 

Street Address: 
 

 
Street Address: 

City, State, Zip: 
 
 
 

City, State, Zip: 

 
Phone: 

 
Phone: 

 
Email: 

 
Email: 

 


